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Angus… a step away
from the everyday

Discover our outstanding scenery. From golden
beaches to lush green fields to towering, craggy
mountains, Angus has the perfect backdrop.

Play golf to your heart’s content. As well as
being home to Carnoustie Championship,
Carnoustie Country is home to 33 other superb golf
courses, all within an hour’s drive. 

Visit Arbroath Abbey – in medieval times, this
was the most powerful and wealthiest monastery in
Scotland and on April 6, 1320, the nobles of
Scotland gathered here to sign the Declaration of
Arbroath, the foundation stone of the nation of
Scotland.

Relive the glory days of train travel at
Caledonian Railway, where vintage steam and
diesel locomotives transport passengers from
Brechin’s perfectly restored Victorian train station to
the station at Bridge of Dun, near Montrose.

Watch the wildlife at Montrose Basin Visitor
Centre, a sanctuary for thousands of wildfowl,
waders and waterbirds, as well as the occasional
osprey and sparrowhawk – and regular winter
holiday destination for 80,000 pink footed geese.

Visit Glamis Castle, the fairytale of the Earls
of Strathmore - Glamis Castle, setting for several
scenes in Shakespeare’s Macbeth and reputed to
be one of Scotland’s most haunted places.

Find out more about the early days of
aviation at Montrose Air Station Heritage Centre.
This award-winning museum is located in the
restored buildings and hangars of the historic air
station, which opened in 1913, and features an
outstanding collection of vintage and replica
aircraft, including a Spitfire, a Sopwith Camel and
a BE2a.

Step on board the magnificent ship that took
Captain Scott to Antarctica at RRS Discovery, the
award-winning visitor centre on the banks of the
River Tay. 

Step back in time at Verdant Works, the
restored jute mill which tells the story of jute and
the thousands of people who worked in Dundee’s
jute mills at the height of the industrial revolution.

Find out the heartbreaking story behind Peter
Pan at JM Barrie’s Birthplace, the weaver’s
cottage in Kirriemuir where the creator of one of
the world’s best-loved tales grew up.
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Angus has it all, from the breathtaking scenery of the rolling hills and glens to the sandy,
white beaches along the stunning coastline in the east of Scotland.

There are seven towns in Angus - Arbroath, Brechin, Carnoustie, Forfar, Kirriemuir,
Monifieth and Montrose, each with its own unique character and attractions. 

Carnoustie
Championship will
host The Open in
2018 – for the
eighth time.

https://www.visitangus.com/j-m-barries-birthplace
http://www.verdantworks.com/
http://www.rrsdiscovery.com/
https://www.visitangus.com/montrose-air-station-heritage-centre
https://www.visitangus.com/glamis-castle
https://www.visitangus.com/montrose-basin-visitor-centre
https://www.visitangus.com/montrose-basin-visitor-centre
www.visitangus.com/caledonian-railway
www.visitangus.com/arbroath-abbey
www.carnoustiecountry.com


Angus has many 
USA connections

The Declaration of Arbroath is believed by many to have
inspired Thomas Jefferson when he was penning the American
Declaration of Independence

Thomas Moonlight was a farmer’s son from Arbroath who ran
away to sea at 13, fought for the Unionists in the American Civil
War, was the commander of Fort Laramie, brought peace to
Dodge City and was elected Governor of Wyoming – at which
point, he pardoned the Sundance Kid.  

James Maiden, a Carnoustie-born-and-bred golf professional
who was widely known as Kiltie, taught Bobby Jones, one of the
world’s greatest golfers, how to play and was his mentor
throughout his career. 

In the 18th century, Dundee and Montrose were regular
departure points for people sailing to a new life in the new
world, hence the many family connections between Angus and
America.

The family home of the Davidsons who co-founded Harley
Davidson is a cottage in the hamlet of Aberlemno, near Brechin,
which has been restored to show how it would have looked
when the Davidson’s left for America in the 1850s.

Arbroath was the birthplace of David Buick, founder of Buick
Motorcars.

In the early 20th century, a great number of young golfers
from Carnoustie emigrated to the USA, where they made a
massive contribution to the game, either by founding golf clubs,
designing golf courses or becoming golf professionals. In fact,
between 1898 and 1930, over 150 professional club posts in the
USA were held by Carnoustie expatriates.

After moving to the USA at the start of the 20th century, the
five Smith brothers from Carnoustie won almost every major golf
tournament, with Willie Smith winning one US Open and Alex
Smith winning two. The achievements of the Smith Brothers are
currently highlighted at an exhibition at Carnoustie Golf Club.

Top American golfer Francis Ouimet became famous when he
won the 1913 US Open and later revealed that his success was
due to an Angus golf professional. "Whatever progress I have
made in golf, I owe to Charles Burgess from Montrose,” he said.

Tom Watson played his first ever shot on a links course at
Monifieth Medal in 1975 – and went on to win The Open at
nearby Carnoustie. 
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https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/angus-mearns/519169/carnoustie-golf-club-mission-preserve-irreplaceable-treasures/
https://www.visitangus.com/davidson-legacy


Golf has been played at Montrose links for over 455 years. In
1562, a Montrose schoolboy, James Melvill, wrote in his diary
that he’d been taught how to use ‘the glub for goff’ on
Montrose Links by his school master. 

Apparently, Carnoustie’s first golfer was Sir Robert Maule, the
15th century Sheriff of Angus, a man with a ‘colourful’
reputation who is alleged to have started the tradition of the
losing golfer buying a round of drinks!

Carnoustie Ladies Golf Club is the oldest existing ladies golf club
in the world and originally had its own course, where gents
were only allowed to play if accompanied by a lady golfer!

Simpsons in Carnoustie is the second oldest golf shop in the
world and was established in 1883 by renowned club maker,
ball maker, course designer, tutor and professional golfer,
Robert Simpson.

Old Tom Morris made his mark on our golfing landscape – as
did James Braid and Willie Park Jnr. Between them, the three
golfing greats designed or redesigned many of the Carnoustie
Country courses, including Carnoustie Championship, Forfar
and Kirriemuir.

Blairgowrie Rosemount was designed by James Braid, who
was heavily influenced by Dr Alistair McKenzie, the renowned
architect of the Augusta National.

Robert D Pryde was one of the of the USA’s most highly-
esteemed golf course designers and golf coaches – and the
first course he ever played was Carnoustie Country’s Scotscraig
in Tayport, the Fife town where he grew up.

Ben Hogan’s only appearance in The Open was at Carnoustie
in 1953 – and he prepared for his first links tournament by
playing over and over again at nearby Panmure. Practice did
indeed make perfect and Ben won the 1953 Open.

One of the most memorable Open moments happened at
Carnoustie in 1999, when France’s Van de Velde lost a 10-
point lead in the 18th hole of the final round, handing victory
to Scotland’s Paul Lawrie.

The 2018 Open will be the eighth held at Carnoustie
Championship – the first was held in 1926.

Carnoustie Country is the  area's golf destination
marketing campaign and comprises 34 golf courses
all within an hour's drive. It stretches from the glens
of Angus and Perthshire to the rugged beauty of
Scotland's east coast.

It is a place where golf has been played for more
than 450 years and where golfers seeking
adventure embrace the challenge of links, take a
gentle stroll through stunning parkland and indulge
in the beauty of heathland courses.

Fred Brand went to Pittsburgh in 1904 and
soon the area had a great number of
professionals, club makers and green
keepers in what was known as the
Carnoustie Exodus. 

Clarence Hackney professional at the
Atlantic City Country Club – emigrated in
1913; became a US citizen in 1921. 

Harry Hampton born Montrose 1889,
emigrated 1910. In 1921 he was picked to
play for the US in the International
Challenge at Gleneagles, but pulled out
probably as he was not yet an American
citizen.

Stewart Maiden headed to America, where
he taught the legendary Bobby Jones who
later said “The best luck I ever had in golf
was when Stewart Maiden came from
Carnoustie to be professional at the East
Lake Club (in Atlanta).”

Peter Robertson went to Oakmont and
played in 7 US Opens during his time there.

Smith family Willie (1899) and Alex (1906
& 1910) both won the US Open after going
to America.  Their brother MacDonald was
beaten in a playoff. 

John Smith oversaw construction of Diablo
Country Club near San Francisco (opened
1914). 

PGA of America when formed in 1916
almost half of the 82 members were from
Carnoustie.

Golf facts
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Angus has centuries of
fascinating golf
heritage and can boast
strong links with the
USA golf professionals

https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/carnoustie-championship
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/carnoustie-championship
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/panmure
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/scotscraig
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/scotscraig
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/blairgowrie-rosemount
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/kirriemuir
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/forfar
https://www.carnoustiecountry.com/allcourses/carnoustie-championship
http://www.simpsonsgolfshop.co.uk/
http://www.carnoustieladiesgolfclub.co.uk/


Angus is unique
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Hospitalfield House – a spectacular gothic
mansion which has continued its original 19th
century purpose as a meeting place for the world’s
greatest writers, artists and thinkers and is now a
renowned arts centre.

Bell Rock Lighthouse – one of the seven wonders
of the Industrial World, the Bell Rock Lighthouse
has been warning shipping of the dangerous reef it
stands upon for over 200 years.

The Catheruns – the remains of two hill forts
dating back to the first millennium BC. 

Brechin Cathedral’s Round Tower – one of only
two in Scotland, the Round Tower was built in
1012 and is 25 metres tall.

Edzell Castle - once the stronghold of the powerful
Lindsay family, the castle was regularly visited by
Scotland’s royalty, including Mary Queen of Scots,
and, although now a ruin, its stunning 17th century
gardens have survived the test of time. 

Earth Houses – two underground Iron Age
buildings are on view in Angus, providing a rare
chance to step back to pre-history days.  

Barry Mill – one of Scotland’s last working,
water-powered corn mills.

Kirriemuir Camera Obscura – gifted to the town
of his birth by JM Barrie, this is one of the few
remaining examples of this fascinating Victorian
invention, which provides fabulous, real-time,
images of the surrounding countryside.

Bon Scott Statue – Kirriemuir was the birthplace
of Bon Scott, tragic lead singer of the rock band
ACDC, and the town remembers its famous son
with a much-visited statue and a highly popular
annual rock festival.

Standing stones – dotted across the Angus
countryside, providing a highly-visible reminder
that, over 2,000 years ago, this was the kingdom
of the Picts.  

https://www.visitangus.com/bon-scott-statue
https://www.visitangus.com/kirriemuir-camera-obscura
https://www.visitangus.com/barry-mill
https://www.visitangus.com/heritage-attractions
https://www.visitangus.com/edzell-castle-and-gardens
https://www.visitangus.com/brechin-cathedral
https://www.visitangus.com/bell-rock-lighthouse
https://www.visitangus.com/hospitalfield-house-0


Angus has a wealth of
delicious food and drink
specialities in its larder

Arbroath Smokies – our world-famous smoked fish
delicacy which has been tempting tastebuds for centuries.

Forfar Bridies – savoury pastries made to a secret recipe.

Game – venison, grouse and pheasant from the Angus
Glens 

Fresh seafood – crabs, lobsters and prawns from the
North Sea, freshly-landed at Arbroath Harbour. 

Aberdeen Angus – this is where the world’s favourite
beef originated. 

A County with spirit – choose from a wide range of
award winning drinks including premium vodka made
from local potatoes, gin using botanicals and flavourings
inspired by the Angus countryside, and rum made in a
small Carnoustie distillery. Or, if you prefer a dram, have a
nip of Glencadam from the distillery in Brechin.

Artisan Street Food – eat on the go with a fabulous
range of street food specialists including hog roast, fish &
chips, slow cooked BBQ and chocolate brownies, who pop
up at lots of local events.

Coffee & cakes – you’ll be spoilt for choice! Our towns
and villages have an incredible selection of eating places
offering freshly-brewed coffee and home-made cakes.

Real ales – our seven craft ale breweries offer a wide
range of locally-brewed ales.

Farmers’ Markets – held regularly in Forfar, Montrose
and most recently Arbroath, with stalls brimming with the
very best of fresh, seasonal, local produce.
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https://www.visitangus.com/food-and-drink-events
https://www.visitangus.com/food-and-drink-events
https://www.visitangus.com/angus-food-and-drink
https://www.visitangus.com/where-eat
https://www.visitangus.com/angus-food-and-drink
https://www.visitangus.com/angus-food-and-drink
https://www.visitangus.com/angus-food-and-drink
https://www.visitangus.com/angus-food-and-drink
https://www.visitangus.com/angus-food-and-drink


Support available for media 
Angus Council
Angus Council’s tourism and golf team can help with the coordination
of filming location and relevant contacts. They can also offer support for
familiarisation visits and itinerary planning.

www.visitangus.com
www.carnoustiecountry.com
Contact: Millie Clarke on +44 (0) 1307 473262 or email clarkem@angus.gov.uk 

ANGUSAlive
The archive team offers research on links with Angus or specific topics. 
The ANGUSalive research fee is £22.00 per hour. Charges also apply for
provision of images of collection objects or photographs and licence for
reproduction (printed, digital or TV/film).

www.angusalive.scot/museums.cfm
Contact: Fiona Dakers on +44 (0) 1307 473872  or email fiona.dakers@angusalive.scot

Tayscreen Scotland
The Screen Office for the Councils of Angus, Dundee, Fife and Perth &
Kinross can help with film locations, crew, services, and research. This is a
free service offered to film crews

www.tayscreen.com
Contact: Julie Craik on +44 (0) 1382 432483 or email info@tayscreen.com

www.tayscreen.com
www.angusalive.scot/museums.cfm
www.carnoustiecountry.com
www.visitangus.com

